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Abu DhabiAbu DhabiAbu DhabiAbu Dhabi, 11, 11, 11, 11
thththth    MayMayMayMay    2010:2010:2010:2010:    Thuraya’s latest satellite handheld “Thuraya XT” 

currently provides the highest data speed of any satellite phone on the market. As 

today’s communications are primarily being driven by data services, the availability 

of internet connectivity on satellite handhelds has become a basic need especially 

for users in remote or rural areas not traditionally covered by terrestrial networks 

who require access to quick and reliable data services. 

 

Of prime importance to users of satellite data services is throughput speed and in 

today’s mobile satellite handheld industry, Thuraya Telecommunications Company 

provides the fastest data service on its XT satellite phone.  

 

“Our ability to play a part in modern communications and satisfying user needs is 

key to Thuraya. When we designed the XT we ensured users could make calls and 

have access to quick data services simultaneously. We provide circuit switched 

(9.6 kbps) as well as packet switched data services (up to 60 kbps), which is 

currently the fastest in the market,” said Thuraya’s Product Management Manager, 

Rashid Baba.  

 

GmPRS features on Thuraya XT enable downloads speeds of 60 kbps therefore the 

phone can be easily utilised when connected to a computer for web based email, 

blogging, internet browsing and uploading news and pictures. The handheld also 

provides fax services. 

 

“The presence of an efficient data service on Thuraya XT enhances the sense of 

mobility for users. Coupled with our ubiquitous coverage of more than 140 

countries from Iceland to Australia by a superior network means that Thuraya XT is 

a practical, modern and very “smart” satellite handheld,” added Baba. 

 

Thuraya XT is known as the world’s toughest satellite handheld because it is the 

only mobile satellite handheld that is IP54/IK03 certified which makes it dust, 

splash water and shock proof. Since its launch, the device has attracted attention 

from service providers and vertical customers because of its efficiency, durability 

and reliability.   
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About Thuraya (www.thuraya.comwww.thuraya.comwww.thuraya.comwww.thuraya.com) 

 

Thuraya provides cost-effective mobile satellite services in more than 140 

countries in Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia and the Middle East. Services provided 

by Thuraya include broadband, maritime, mobile voice that support dual GSM and 

satellite mode, rural telephony, fleet management and other advanced applications 

that enable people and businesses everywhere under its coverage to enjoy 

constant access to communications and information. Thuraya enhances sectors 

such as oil and gas, mining, agriculture, NGOs and maritime services through its 

cutting edge technology.  

 

The Company launched its third satellite in January 2008, which has brought 

countries of the Asia-Pacific region under its footprint and extended its coverage 

to nearly two thirds of the globe’s population. 

 

Thuraya was founded in 1997 by a consortium of leading national 

telecommunications operators and reputed investment firms from the region. 
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