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Abu DhabiAbu DhabiAbu DhabiAbu Dhabi, 23, 23, 23, 23rdrdrdrd    May 2011May 2011May 2011May 2011::::    When embarking on a new mountain expedition, 
professional mountaineer Arnold Coster ensures that he has a Thuraya XT handheld as 

part of his gear. He has deployed the satellite handheld, which is known as the world’s 

toughest satellite phone, for his last six 8,000 meter mountaineering adventures. His 

latest mountain challenge has been a trek up Everest where he has relied heavily on the 

data services of Thuraya XT, which provides the fastest data service in the satellite 

handheld market.     
    

“I have been using the Thuraya XT data connection for my last six expeditions. This 

reliable service allows me to update my website, receive weather forecasts and stay in 

touch with my family so that they do not feel that I am far away or out of reach,” said Mr. 

Coster. 

 

Thuraya XT handheld supports packet data services (GmPRS) with speeds up to 60 

kbps, which is currently the fastest data service on any satellite phone. Through the 

GmPRS data connection, he can also easily send and receive emails, thus keeping up 

with daily business and social communications. 

 

“I am also able to post regular updates on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn which helps 

keep me connected. Additionally, I can send through pictures which are large enough to 

be viewed on the web. And on a daily basis I receive the weather forecast as a small .gif 

file which is very practical considering the circumstances in such a remote area,” 

elaborated Mr. Coster. 

 

Despite the challenging environment that Mr. Coster endures, he stated, “Thuraya 

satellites are stationed about 35000 kilometers above the earth, which is helpful and 

important for reliable communication while climbing high mountainous areas. Even if I 

encounter high mountain peaks, I do not have problems accessing the signal with 

Thuraya XT.” 

 

“I use a small notebook that I connect with the Thuraya XT phone and no matter how 

high the mountain, this set up works easily, quickly and reliably,” concluded Mr. Coster. 
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The Thuraya XT handheld has been provided to Mr. Coster by Xtralink, one of Thuraya’s 

Service Partners. Xtra-link’s Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Hans Kuijt said, “When we 

provided Mr. Coster with a Thuraya XT satellite handheld, we were certain that we were 

safeguarding his ability to communicate securely in emergency situations no matter 

where he was located in the Himalayas. Through the phone’s data services we have 

helped bring the digital world to him even on Everest to provide both him and his family 

a sense of proximity.” 

 

Thuraya XT is the only satellite handheld to be IP54/IK03 certified making it splash 

water, dust and shock proof. It has unique walk and talk capabilities and is the only 

satellite handheld to provide GPS waypoint navigation. 

 
- Ends - 

 

  

 

About Thuraya (www.thuraya.comwww.thuraya.comwww.thuraya.comwww.thuraya.com) 

 

Thuraya provides cost-effective mobile satellite services in more than 140 countries in 

Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia and the Middle East. Services provided by Thuraya include 

broadband, maritime, mobile voice that support dual GSM and satellite mode, rural 

telephony, fleet management and other advanced applications that enable people and 

businesses everywhere under its coverage to enjoy constant access to communications 

and information. Thuraya enhances sectors such as oil and gas, mining, agriculture, 

NGOs and maritime services through its cutting edge technology.  

 

The Company launched its third satellite in January 2008, which has brought countries of 

the Asia-Pacific region under its footprint and extended its coverage to nearly two 

thirds of the globe’s population. 

 

Thuraya was founded in 1997 by a consortium of leading national telecommunications 

operators and reputed investment firms from the region. 
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