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10th March, 2009 

 
Press Release 
 

 
In Partnership with Fort Info Technology, 

Thuraya Launches Public Calling Office 
(PCO)  

in Zambia and Cameroon 
 
Abu Dhabi, 10th March 2009------:  As part of its focus on core African and 
developing markets, Thuraya has recently launched the Public Calling Office 
(PCO) in Zambia and Cameroon, as an affordable communication solution for 
residential settlements and rural communities in remote areas. The PCO, one of 
many versatile satellite-based telecom solutions offered by Thuraya, address 
regional needs for universal access to telecom and provides opportunities for 
small entrepreneurs in rural and under-developed areas. 
 
The launch in the two African markets has been through commercial partnership 
with Fort Info Technology, a Dubai-based long-standing Service Provider for 
Thuraya services across several countries. The initiative in both Zambia and 
Cameroon is being undertaken in partnership with local Non Government 
Organisations (NGOs), who are responsible for installing the PCO in remote 
areas. 
 
Thuraya’s PCO is a telephone unit providing voice, data and fax communication 
for communities based in remote and rural areas who have no access to 
terrestrial networks. At cost-effective rates, it enables people to call and send text 
messages to friends, family and colleagues nationally and internationally in 
multiple languages and without having to purchase a mobile satellite handset.  
 
In Cameroon, Fort partnered with “Help Out” a humanitarian NGO, whereby 
PCOs have been allocated to the bush areas and cocoa plantations. Similarly in 
Zambia, “Connect Africa,” also an NGO have installed PCO units in the copper 
belt region and safari park areas. Thuraya’s satellite-delivered rural 
communication services offer a vital link for remote communities to the rest of the 
country and the world.  
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“Thuraya has a long history in delivering communications to regions which lack 
basic fixed line and mobile telephony.  This is combined with our capacity to 
provide border-to-border uninterrupted coverage in both countries at affordable 
prices,” said Dr Sven Rohte, Chief Commercial Officer, Thuraya 
Telecommunications Company. 
 
He also added that Thuraya’s ongoing partnership with Fort now encompasses 
working relationships with humanitarian NGOs which are actively bringing 
business opportunities to the doors of people within the communities they 
support. 
 
Fort’s Manager of Development and Operations, Ms. Jane Macbeth added: “Both 
these projects in Cameroon and Zambia have received strong support from local 
governments and are a stepping stone in further rolling out the PCO which will be 
beneficial to the people of these countries who otherwise are provided with little 
or no stable and consistent means of communication. The PCOs have been well 
received by the communities who appreciate both the social and economic 
benefit of the service.” 
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About Thuraya (www.thuraya.com) 
 
Thuraya provides cost-effective mobile satellite services in more than 140 
countries in Asia, Africa, Europe and the Middle East. Services provided by 
Thuraya include mobile voice that support dual GSM and satellite mode, 
broadband, maritime, rural telephony, fleet management and other advanced 
applications that enable people and businesses everywhere under its coverage 
to enjoy constant access to communications and information. Thuraya enhances 
sectors such as oil and gas, mining, agriculture, NGOs and maritime services 
through its cutting edge technology.  
 
The Company launched its third satellite in January 2008, which has brought 
countries of the Asia-Pacific region under its footprint and extended its coverage 
to nearly two thirds of the globe’s population. 
 
Thuraya was founded in 1997 by a consortium of leading national 
telecommunications operators and reputed investment firms from the region. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Mr. Ebrahim K. Ebrahim  
Corporate Communications Department 
Thuraya Telecommunications Co. 

http://www.thuraya.com/
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Post Box 33344, Abu Dhabi, UAE 
Tel. 971-2-616-1388 
Fax: 971-2-641-7884 
Email: e_ebrahim@thuraya.com 
 

About Fort Info Technology FZc (www.forttel.com) 
 
Fort Info Technology is a Thuraya international satellite telecommunications and 
IP solutions company with its Head Office in Dubai, UAE. 
  
It is dedicated to enabling customers to communicate effectively, wherever they 
live or operate and prides itself on the quality of its service and support. 
 
Fort provides satellite telecommunication services and solutions to over 50,000 
subscribers in Enterprise, Government, Maritime and Consumers markets. 
 
Through its partnership with Thuraya, Fort IT is the Thuraya NSP for DRC, and 
Nigeria, and a Thuraya SP for the Community Access solution, PCO, providing 
telephony and internet access to the remote mass market. 
 
For more information please contact: 
 
Jane Macbeth 
Manager, Development & Operations 
Fort Info Technology  
PO Box 26824 
T: +971 4 332 6645 
F: +971 4 332 6772 
E: jane@forttel.com 
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